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STATE MENTAL HEALTH AUTHORITY, Tamil Nadu

INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH CAMPUS
Medavakkam Tank Road, Kilpauk, Chennai- 600 010.

SLEEP IS VERY MUCH ESSENTIAL FOR NORMAL FUNCTIONING OF OUR BODY AND MIND. ONE THIRD OF OUR LIFE
TIME IS SPENT IN SLEEP. ADEQUATE SLEEP HELPS IN RESTORATIVE FUNCTIONS FOR THE WHOLE BODY AND BRAIN.
HAVING GOOD SLEEP IS FOUND TO BE RELATED TO LOWER RATE OF ILLNESS.

IN GENERAL, WE REQUIRE 7 TO 8 HOURS OF SLEEP AT NIGHT TO FUNCTION EFFICIENTLY AND SATISFACTORILY IN
DAYTIME. THERE ARE EXCEPTIONS, WHERE SOME ARE KNOWN AS SHORT SLEEPERS SLEEPING LESS THAN 6 HOURS
PER DAY, AND SOME WHO SLEEP MORE THAN 9 HOURS PER DAY AND ARE CALLED LONG SLEEPERS.

OCCATIONAL LOSS OF SLEEP DOES NOT LEAD TO ANY PROBLEM.

PROLONGED SLEEP DEPRIVATION LEADS TO POOR CONCENTRATION, IMPAIRED LEARNING AND MEMORY,
INEFFICIENCY, IRRITABILITY AND FATIGUE. WHEN SLEEPLESSNESS IS UNUSUALLY PROLONGED FOR MORE THAN 60
HOURS, IT LEADS TO SEVERE FORM OF MENTAL ILLNESS.

INADEQUATE AND IMPAIRED SLEEP AT NIGHT MAY LEAD TO MAJOR ACCIDENTS ON ROADS AND IN INDUSTRIES AND
POOR PERFORMANCE BY AFFECTED PERSONS IN THEIR RESPECTIVE FIELDS.

THE MOST COMMON SLEEP DISTURBANCE IS INSOMNIA (SLEEPLESSNESS). UPTO 40% OF ALL PRIMARY CARE
ATTENDEES HAVE SLEEP RELATED SYMPTOMS, MAINLY SLEEPLESSNESS AND 1 TO 2% COMPLAIN OF EXCESSIVE SLEEP.
THE INCIDENCE IS MORE IN THOSE SEEKING TREATMENT FOR PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS. PERSONS SUFFERING FROM
DEPRESSION, SCHIZOPHRENIA, ANXIETY DISORDERS, AND STRESS RELATED DISORDERS AND DEMENTIA, SLEEP
DISTURBANCE IS ACOMMON SYMPTOM. IN SOME PSYCHIATRIC ILLNESSES, THERE IS EXCESSIVE SLEEP. THERE ARE
SOME SLEEP DISORDERS WHEREIN, THE SUFFERER SCREAM, TALK, WALK, GRIND THE TEETH AND MOVE THE LIMBS
VIOLENTLY DURING SLEEP AND SOME ARE AFFECTED BY PERSISTENT, RECURRENTAND FRIGHTENING DREAMS WHICH
AWAKEN THEM.

SLEEP RELATED PROBLEMS ARE NOT UNCOMMON AMONG PROFESSIONALS AND OTHERS WHO DO NIGHT DUTY,
ON CALL DUTY AT ODD HOURS AND SHIFT WORK.

BE AWARE, THAT SLEEP IS ESSENTIAL TO HEALTH AND WELL BEING.

SCHEDULE ADEQUATE TIME FOR SLEEP.

AIM FOR 7 TO 8 HOURS OF BED REST PER 24 HOURS.

KEEP REGULAR BED TIME AND RISING TIME.

KEEP YOUR BEDROOM QUIET, DARK AND HAVE COMFORTABLE BED.

DO NOT KEEP TV OR COMPUTER IN YOUR BEDROOM.

DO GENTLE PHYSICAL EXERCISE IN THE MORNING AND AVOID IT IN THE EVENING.
AVOID TEA{COFFEE {CAFFEINE CONTAINING SUBSTANCES AFTER 6 PM.

AVOID ALCOHOL { NICOTINE CONTAINING SUBSTANCES (CHEWING { SNUFFING { SMOKING TOBACCO).
REDUCE {AVOID DAY TIME NAPPING.

AVOID WATCHING TV {LISTENING TO RADIO {STUDYING AFTER YOU OCCUPY YOUR BED.
USE YOUR BED ONLY FOR SLEEP AND OF COURSE FOR SEX.

IF THERE IS NIGHT DUTY {NIGHT SHIFT, PLAN NAPS {SHORT SLEEP TO MINIMIZE SLEEP DEPT IN NIGHT SHIFT
PERIOD.

14 PLAN CATCHUP SLEEP IN REST PERIOD.

15 AVOID EXCESSIVE AROUSAL (RESOLVING THE PROBLEMS, STUDYING ETC) BEFORE SLEEP AND WORK THEM
OUT IN THE EVENING ITSELF.

16 HAVELIGHT MEALS BEFORE BEDTIME.

17 AVOID LARGE QUANTITY OF LIQUID DIET {WATER BEFORE SLEEP.

18 HAVING BATH IN WARM WATER BEFORE SLEEP CAN RELAXAND SOOTHEN YOU.

19 AUTO SUGGESTION THAT YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE APLEASANT SLEEP MAY BE BENEFICIAL.

2 AVOID SELF MEDICATION.
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